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Commissioner for Patents 

DETAILED ACTION 

The reply filed on 15 August 2006 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): 
Applicant has failed to elect a species for each of the Groups listed A-E, for examination on the merits as required in the Office 
Action of 1 1 July 2006. See 37 CFR 1.111. 

Perhaps Applicant has mis-understood the Species Election Requirement. If this is the case, the Examiner apologizes for any 
confusion and provides the species below, from which Applicant should choose ONE from each group for examination. For instance, 
in Group A, the following species of information items exist: different types of mutation, such as substitution, inversion, insertion, 
deletion, translocation, and complex rearrangement. Applicant is to choose one of the types of mutations as Species A. The same 
holds for the remainder of the Groups B-E. In Group B, Applicant should choose ONE from the types of discrete elements, which 
are: a mutation identification value, a patient identification value, a mutation type, a reference sequence value, a starting point value, 
and ending point value, a length of insertion, a native value, or an observed value. The same logic applies for the remainder of the 
species groups. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be 
restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. Currently, claims 1, 12-14, 17-25, 28-31, 34, 37, 40-48, 51-55, and 59 are 
generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the species that is elected consonant with this 
requirement, and a listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is 
allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to additional species which depend from 
or otherwise require all the limitations of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the 
election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include (i) an election of a species or invention to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected 
invention. 

The election of an invention or species may be made with or without traverse. To reserve a right to petition, the election must be made 
with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and specifically point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall 
be treated as an election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions or species are not patentably distinct, applicant should submit evidence or 
identify such evidence now of record showing the inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this 
is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
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may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C.103(a) of the other invention. 

If Applicant should have questions regarding the species election, Applicant is invited to telephone the Examiner at the number listed 
below. 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the 
mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Inquiries 

Papers related to this application may be submitted to Technical Center 1600 by facsimile transmission. Papers should be faxed to 
Technical Center 1600 via the PTO Fax Center. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices published in the Official 
Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1988), 1 156 OG 61 (November 16, 1993), and 1 157 OG 94 (December 28, 1993) (See 37 CFR § 
1.6(d)).' The Central Fax Center Number is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Lori A. Clow, Ph.D., 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-0715. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10 am to 6:30 pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Wang can be reached on (571) 
272-0811. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to (571) 272-0547. 

Patent applicants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that can be viewed in the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval system (PAIR) can now contact the USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center (Patent EBC) for assistance. 
Representatives are available to answer your questions daily from 6 am to midnight (EST). The toll free number is (866) 2 1 7-9 1 97. 
When calling please have your application serial or patent number, the type of document you are having an image problem with, the 
number of pages and the specific nature of the problem. The Patent Electronic Business Center will notify applicants of the resolution 
of the problem within 5-7 business days. Applicants can also check PAIR to confirm that the problem has been corrected. The 
USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center is a complete service center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The USPTO's 
PAIR system provides Internet-based access to patent application status and history information. It also enables applicants to view the 
scanned images of their own application file folder(s) as well as general patent information available to the public. 



October 21, 2006 
Lori A. Clow, Ph.D. 
Art Unit 1631 
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